
Youth

A Journal for Those Who Work With Children and Youth at Risk and Their Families

Volume 23 No.10 October 2005

Child and Youth Care

ISSN 0258-8927

Three Quotes
Urie Brofenbrenner

When Death Becomes
Part of Life...
Mandy Goble

Child Participation: 
In Whose Interest?
André Viviers



  October 2005  • Child & Youth Care •  Volume 23 No. 10 3

CHILD & YOUTH CARE ISSN 0258-8927 is a non-commercial and private subscription journal, formerly 
published in Volumes 1 – 13 (1983 to 1995) as The Child Care Worker. Copyright©The National Association of 
Child Care Workers.
EDITORIAL: PO Box 36407, Glosderry 7702 South Africa. e-mail: headoffice@naccw.org.za Telephone: 
(021)762-6076 Fax:(021) 762-5352. CHILD & YOUTH CARE is published on the 25th of each month except 
December. Copy deadline for all material is the 10th of each month. Subscriptions: Individual Membership 
of NACCW is R50.00 p.a. which includes a free copy of the journal. Non-members, agency or library journal 
subscriptions: R50.00p.a. post free. Commercial advertising. R312 per page pro rata, Situations Vacant/Wanted 
advertisements for child and youth care posts are free to Corporate and Individual Members. All enquiries, 
articles, letters and new subscriptions may be sent to the above address.
EDITORIAL BOARD: Merle Allsopp BA, HDE, NHCRCC; Annette Cockburn LTCL, Dip.Ad.Ed.(UCT), Pumla 
Mncayi BA (SW), Alfred Harris (N.Dip: Child and Youth Development), Jacqui Gallinetti BA, LLM(UCT), Adv. 
Ann Skelton, Vincent Hlabangana (N.Dip: Child and Youth Development), Sandra Oosthuizen Cert. C&YCW 
(UNISA)

The National Association of Child Care 
Workers is an independent, non-profit 
organisation in South Africa which provides 
the professional training and infrastructure 
to promote healthy child and youth 
development and to improve standards of 
care and treatment for troubled children 
and youth at risk in family, community and 
residential group care settings.

National Chairperson
Mr. Francisco Cornelius, NHCRCC, 21 Fortuin Street, 
Retreat, 7945 Tel: 021 715 2631; Cell: 083 548 7543 

Regional Chairpersons
Nazli Finch, Barie Lodge, Rosaline Claasen, Advocate 
Saunders, Pat Heyman, Mark Gamble, Harold Slabbert, Mvuyo 
Manyungwana, Neville Mokalakala, Donald Nghonyama.

Professional Services Staff
Director: Merle Allsopp BA. HDE, NHCRCC.
Deputy Director: Zeni Thumbadoo, BA Social Work 
Joanne Adams
Zuleka Ally
Yasmina Follentine
Berenice Hanslo
Crystal Herbert
Lizzy King
Val Lodge
Hazel Matthews
Vuyi Mbele
Christina Mdletshe
Nombeko Mtakati
Makhosi Ndlovu
Sandra Oosthuizen
Sabitha Samjee
Kathy Scott
Olivia Solomon
Sharleen Williams
Smangele Zungu

Head Office:      
P.O. Box 36407, Glosderry, 7702, 
Office No. 9, 220 Ottery Road, Ottery, 7800                 
Tel: 021 762 6076, Fax: 021 762 5352 
headoffice@naccw.org.za

KwaZulu Natal: 
P.O. Box 47368, Greyville, 4023
92 Windermere Road, Durban, 4001                                        
Tel:  031 312 9484, Fax: 031  312 9489
durban@naccw.org.za 

Gauteng:  
P.O. Box 28270, Kensington, 2100                      
Office 301 Darras Centre, Cnr Kitchener & Juno Roads, 
Kensington, Johannesburg, 2094             
Tel: 011 624 1424, Fax: 011 624 1425 
naccwjb@iafrica.com 
  

Regional Secretaries
Gauteng
Darlene Cigamony
Tel: 082 938 6246

Kwazulu-Natal
Pam Peter
Tel: 033 501 1620

Border 
Joyce Masvuanganya  
Tel: 043 736 6233 Fax: 043 736 6233
Cell: 082 796 5608

Western Cape 
Eddie Thesen
Tel: 073 387 7311

Eastern Cape
Alet Pretorius
Protea Place of Safety, P.O. Box 13383, 
Humewood 6013
Tel: 041 585 8577 Fax: 041 586 4829
Cell: 082 334 5263
Email: alet@proecape.gov.za

Southern Cape
Jonathan Gelderbloem
Masizame Shelter, P.O. Box 2026 Plettenberg Bay 6600
Tel: 044 533 6640

Northern Cape
Margaret Van Wyk P.O. Box 985 Kimberley 8300 
Tel: 053  872 1010

Free State 
Micky Maraba
Tel: (w) 056 212 3445 or 083 922 0029

North Eastern Cape
Noni Xengana, Mzomtsha Children’s Home 
Tel: 047 568 0049 Cell: 082 749 2928

Limpopo
Bridget Ramaite
Tel: 083 5622300

NPO No: 022-979
Web site: www.naccw.org.za
e-mail: headoffice@naccw.org.za

October is the Holy month of 
Ramadaan when many colleagues, 
children, youth and families in South 
Africa and around the world fast and 
pray. Next month Eid and Diwali 
will be celebrated. It also is South 
Africa’s National Welfare Month. Last 
month there was Heritage Day to 
celebrate. December is around the 
corner with more days to celebrate 
- on the 16th, then Christmas, and the 
big celebration of the New Year. Of 
course, on a personal level, birthdays 
are for most, especially the young 
people we work with, very significant 
events to celebrate! And the life of a 
loved one who has died can also be 
celebrated amidst the sadness of their 
passing.

What do all these celebrations 
mean to the children, youth and 
families we work with? How do child 
and youth care workers make these 
days significant for troubled children, 
youth and families? In this issue two 
child and youth care workers tell us 
what they did to add significance to 
Heritage Day and Welfare Month for 
the children and youth in their care.

In this issue we also celebrate the 
life and contribution of the late Urie 
Bronfenbrenner, from whom the child 
and youth care field has learned so 
much, as one of the “founding fathers” 
of child and youth care work. We 
reflect on his life of 88 years after his 
death on 25 September this year. 

Another article by Mandy Goble 
reflects on the experience of death 
as a constant presence within the 

daily functioning of a residential care 
program. What is there to celebrate 
in this? Perhaps the challenge lies 
in how we as child and youth care 
workers assist colleagues, vulnerable 
children, youth and families to find 
and focus on the contributions 
(however seemingly small) made 
by the loved ones who have died? It 
is essential to take the time to think 
about the life of the person whose 
death is mourned - to find those 
significant moments of their life - to 
celebrate them, to share them and 
allow them to linger with us long after 
the funeral.

The involvement of children, 
youth and families in planning and 
participating in these celebrations is 
critical, but not always easy. Andre 
Viviers examines the matter of child 
participation in this issue, bringing 
new points to consider even to 
those of us who really believe in the 
concept! When children, youth and 
families participate in anything which 
affects their lives, and are set up 
to succeed, they have the success 
to celebrate and are likely to own 
processes and take responsibility for 
that which did not quite work out.

Celebrating “big” events is good. 
But celebrating the small, seemingly 
insignificant moments in the lives of 
the child, youth or family we work with 
is essential! These people often have 
so little to celebrate - and so little to 
celebrate with. Celebrating helps, as 
Dr. Nicholas Hobbs says, “to know 
some joy” in everyday moments, 
when joy is not abundant. •

Celebrating
By Sandra Oosthuizen

Guest Editorial
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