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Guest Editorial

Celebrating

By Sandra Oosthuizen

October is the Holy month of
Ramadaan when many colleagues,
children, youth and families in South
Africa and around the world fast and
pray. Next month Eid and Diwali
will be celebrated. It also is South
Africa’s National Welfare Month. Last
month there was Heritage Day to
celebrate. December is around the
corner with more days to celebrate
- on the 16th, then Christmas, and the
big celebration of the New Year. Of
course, on a personal level, birthdays
are for most, especially the young
people we work with, very significant
events to celebrate! And the life of a
loved one who has died can also be
celebrated amidst the sadness of their
passing.

What do all these celebrations
mean to the children, youth and
families we work with? How do child
and youth care workers make these
days significant for troubled children,
youth and families? In this issue two
child and youth care workers tell us
what they did to add significance to
Heritage Day and Welfare Month for
the children and youth in their care.

In this issue we also celebrate the
life and contribution of the late Urie
Bronfenbrenner, from whom the child
and youth care field has learned so

much, as one of the “founding fathers”

of child and youth care work. We
reflect on his life of 88 years after his
death on 25 September this year.

Another article by Mandy Goble
reflects on the experience of death
as a constant presence within the

daily functioning of a residential care
program. What is there to celebrate
in this? Perhaps the challenge lies

in how we as child and youth care
workers assist colleagues, vulnerable
children, youth and families to find
and focus on the contributions
(however seemingly small) made

by the loved ones who have died? It
is essential to take the time to think
about the life of the person whose
death is mourned - to find those
significant moments of their life - to
celebrate them, to share them and
allow them to linger with us long after
the funeral.

The involvement of children,
youth and families in planning and
participating in these celebrations is
critical, but not always easy. Andre
Viviers examines the matter of child
participation in this issue, bringing
new points to consider even to
those of us who really believe in the
concept! When children, youth and
families participate in anything which
affects their lives, and are set up
to succeed, they have the success
to celebrate and are likely to own
processes and take responsibility for
that which did not quite work out.

Celebrating “big” events is good.
But celebrating the small, seemingly
insignificant moments in the lives of
the child, youth or family we work with
is essential! These people often have
so little to celebrate - and so little to
celebrate with. Celebrating helps, as
Dr. Nicholas Hobbs says, “to know
some joy” in everyday moments,
when joy is not abundant. ®
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