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GUESTEDITORIAL

Some Questions
of TFaining

The advent of the Ethelbert llaining
Centre for prcpedira child care
workers, poses some ialsesring questions
for the profession as a whole.
This programme is the firs of its kind in
South Africa where fee-pafing stu&nts
offer themsehcs for comprehensi\E train-
^g Wore entering the profession Dudng
the two-par course, students will be
coveringa wide range of topicsc/hichwil
give them a thorougb knm,ledgp of child
carework Theywill have had tbecetical
and practical6nining in preparatim for
their entry into the field

llhat odwntaga does fi,is canne InWfu
tlupofasior?
It will create, fo the rcry first time, a pool
of trained wukers from rvhom pr6pec-
tive employers may recruit staff.
Fmplo1rcnvery seldom have an oppor-
tunity of intenforying a number of can-
didates all of c,hom are either traincd or
e,rperienced. The Ethelbert students will
in future provide such a resouroe.
The employment of trainedjunior staft
will allow organisations to promote exist-
ing e,ryerienced staffinto niddle nanage-
nent positions These prmotions in turn
will lend depth to staffteams and cm-
tribute ton'ar& staff stability.
The trainingourse naturally also creates
an oppomnity fu the many)oung
people wanting to enter the resklential
child care profession to acquire treining
before taking up full-tine emplqrment.
Children's institutions are generally reluc-
tant to employ yumg rorkers because of
their need fG "m"ture, resposiHe staff'.
The cct inrclved in having a trainee on
the full-time stafr team is a hmry few
homes canafford
These stu&nts will enterthe field know-
ingu/hat to do andrvhat is eryeded of
then- This means that after abrbf peri<rd
of orbntation at theirnewplaeof
empblment, they will be fully produ<tire
members of statr

WIut hreats do tluse satdenS pv fo tltc
pnfessior?
Many child care nukerg social ruken
and principals haw for tm longbeen con-
tented with the statrs quo. Treiningof
stetrand the acquisition of new

is a very neghcted cmponcnt
in many children's inctitutions.
The arailabilityof agroup of pung
trained *orkers will rc douh be vie*Ed
with scepicism by snch persms. Thae
nfro havebeen content to stignarc and
viewtheh *uk as'looking after

children', will find it difficult to accept
trained professionals into the field
Oqganisations which have not dercloped
treatment progremmes and those vfrich
resis parental involvement, will be equal-
ly threatened by the enquiring minds of
these students.

Ho+t reody arc oryanisations to ffirploy
odtwn$ofli?
The sponteneous answer would be "\ile'll

c,€lcme the opportunit/'. However, the
answer is not that simple. Institutions
wishing to employpersonswho hara
spent a lc* of money and nro pars of
their liws in training wi[ hara to offer a
remuneration and working conditions
package c/hich makes it atnacira enough
for future employees to workwithin their
institution. Trained students will also
want to knowufiat career opportunities
are arailable to them- Thiswillinclude op
portunities for promotion into senior
pcts. Management teamswillbe re-
quhed to plan ahead and for some this
may invohrc taking risks.

I'llurc an tlu male child can wodccn?
Is child care seen purely as \romen's
*orP? If so, this short-clanges the
childrenrvhobenefit frombdh men and
women as adult figures in their lives. In
fact it is not universally seen as women's
worlc male child careworkers arewell
represented in the fiel4 and are ercn in
the majcity, in werseas countries. Are
men absent in their capacity as b'readrpin-
ners? On the one hand, many of our
female *rcrkers are breadrxiinners; m the
other, child carc anglt tooffer a viable
career cboice fon thce c/ho will be bread-
winnen. Perhaps this newcoursewill con-
tribute to this.

lntd bcrcfits oe lilcely to fbw Irotn this
cauv?
Tte entry oftrained child care workers
will do mrrch to enhance the state of the
profession" These students will have the
knowledgp and insight necessary to en-
sue that standards of pracie are im-
prorrd and the qualityof care and
treatment of children enhaned Their
empblment will alsoredua thp needfor
institutims to spend up to t*o years train-
ing and orientating new stafr. Mct institu-
tbns spend hundreds of boum in "crash

course' irhorxe u'eining to prepare inex-
perbnced and uotrained stafrfor their
tasls as chiH care crcrkers.
The opening of tbe Ethelbert flaining
Centre hcralds an erciting breahhrough
in childcareinSouthAfrica tbc first
steps hara been taken; tbe srccess ofthis
programme and the rrltimatc benefits to
thc children &pend upon the rest of the

*ild * ommrmity $aring in this
VISKIL
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Howto prrnish children? - a question
that must have exercised the prejudioeg
if not the minds, of parents since time
began and will continue to do so for errcr-
more.
I cannot recall havinggiven much
thought to the prrnishment of my orm
chil&en when they were young. I scolded
them when they erred and in more
serious instances (or perhaps when I
myself became thoroughly initated) the
scolding night be accompanied by a cuff
and/or some deprivation of privileges. I
have a vivid recollection of one such oc-
casion when I spanked my yonnger son
as we walked on a busy London parc-
ment, because he had been atrociously
rude to his grandmother. I was instantty
accosted by a total stranger threatening
to report my cruelty.If this painS a pic-
ture of inconsistency,I doubt that my ap
proach was any more haphazard than
that of most parents. It mut be admitted
however, llal this lack ofa plannsd np
proach opens doors to children's
manipulation of their parents and in my
case, as in most I suspect, the father finds
himself playing the role of the hau/k while
the mother undermines his authorityby
being the dove (a situation that our Vic-
torian forbears would find difficult to
comprehend).
On being appointed principal of a
children's home my greatest anxiety con-
cerned the why, when and how of punish-
ment. Thu myoutlmk had undergme a
complete shengo. Punishment had been
trandormed from the realms of reflex
reactions to intolerable behaviour - to a
matter that demanded careful investig-
tion ofallegations and a considered
response. The only memorable advicc
that I receircd came from two source.* A
bishop on my committee said in a deligbt-
fully ingenuous way that I sbould knc the
bop. My elder son, a most gentle and
sensitive creature, comnented that I
must be firm with them. Their advie
amounts to an oft repeated ideal, urhfoh
most would accept without questioq that
in dealing with children one should be
"[rm but fair". Another axiom is that one
must be'consistent', so I will endeavour
to ampli$ the meaning of these terms in
relation to the treatment of children in a
'home'.

Ffrmms
Ffumness in regard t9 ths rneintsnance of
good order and discipline at a children's
hone hag for me, awrydifferent mean-
ing fromsairaass. The laner term im-
plias a dognatic, "gtd and authoritarian
application of rules, rfiereas firmne^ss re-

bers of staff will often bring offenders
before the principal for prrnisfuaga1.
Thus, it becomes necessary for punish-
ment to be seen to be deserved and fair
by the offender, the member of staff, the
other children and the principal. A
failure to satisfu this test offairness can
sew the seeds 6f trouble in the future.

Conslstency
This is the least straightforward condi-
tion. Who *ould deny that punishment
should be inflicted with consisency, but
consistencywith what? Some appear to
think that this should be taken to mean
that punishnents should be consigent
with one another, but this simplistic ap-
proach lack dlmamism by denying the
prcpect of new and more constructive
punishment, and it fails to take into ac-
count the nrying circumstances sur-
ygunding similar offences. It maybe
interesing to note that in a milihry 591-
vice in rvhich punishment is an integral
part of the way of life, the onlyoffence
which attracts a standard scale of punish-
ment is absence without official learc. All
other offences are dealt with througb in-
vestigation of their individual merits.
What is important is the consistent ap-
plication of the principles gorcrning the
structure of the institution. Hence ap
parently similar offenes may attract
quite different punishments because no
nvo offenders are the same and no two
offences will hara been committed under
precisely the same circumstances. For
this kind of approach to consistencytobe
rryholly succssful punishments mtrst be
seen to be fair.

Imporlancc of phllcophleo nnd pdn-
dplea
Giwn the desiratt'lity of onsistency in
punishing in thc terms just described it
becomes important to defme the
philcophies and principles bywhich a
chil&en's home is to be gorerned, be.
causc theywill &termine what qstoms
and oode of condu,ct $ould prerail.If it
is desird for exanplq te rnainlain 1[s
tight ontrol that preniled in Dic&ens'
tirc, then a multiplicityof rules strictly
applicd will bc the c&r dthe day.
Whether such asptem*ould survive
today is very doubftt Children in care
are eJposed to all kin& of outslle in-
flrrcrccg particularly at scbool. Endbh-
speafing society no bnger expects
institutbns to be ruled by martinets
wielding rods of iron, and children no
longer respcct authoritarianism even as
they did as linle as a generation ago.
fimes haw indeed changp4 and any or-
gnnisation attempting to emulate this old
style of management would be courting
rebellion, anarchy and disaster - to say
nothi"g of a very bad press.

Parents do it naturally. Child care workers who deal with
other people's children need to consider carefully the
meaning and methods of punishment in institutions

When We Punish
Michael Bryan
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Your paycheandyrt may lay (me
thing, Blatrrorthy, but I ray
anothcr. Aod my ucatocat irrfrr.

quires the intelligent upholding of prin-
ciples gov€rning a socid structrne such
that tbo6e prirciplcs will not bc
breached; for when a princ[le is
breached on mly a few oaasbns it
ceases to remain a principb.I lilre the
ooncept of 'rubberwalls" as eJpressod
byDr Masud Hodughiufrcn lecturing
m Thc Problcm Chil4 for thb implies a
flexbility built into tb boundaries of a
social stnrcture inwhich the e,lasticitywill
alwap return them to their aigfotd p6i-
tio after havingbecn srached - but
mtbreached.

Falrms
Fairness is synonymous withjustice, but
needs e,:rpansion in the sense of fairness
towhom? When punishingme's osm
children, the punishment should be ac-
knonledged as being deserved and fair
by the chil4 its sibling and the person
66ting it out. In a children's home, mem-
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In the home where I have served, as in
most, an important objective has been to
make it as little like an insitution as pos-
sible and as much like a normal and good
family home as the setting permits. We
believe that a good homely environment
best serves the desire to develop the
children's individual abilities and poten-
tial to the full.
Home is a place where we can relax, be
ourselves and let our hair doum from
time to time, 31rv215 provided that we
consider others and refrain from be-
haviour which wil infringe upon their
freedoms or give offence. Home is not a
place where a rule bmk is brandished
nfienever anyone goes in the slightest bit
astray. Thus, in a children's home at-
tempting to reproduce a truly homely set-
ting, there will be 3 minimlrm of rules,
because these are usually devised and im-
posed by those in authority. Instead there
will be customs and traditions, some of
which will have developed by oorrmon
consent, and most of which maybe
termed unwritten laws.
To maintain discipline and gmd order in
this kind of home is not easy. Above a[ it
demands qualities of leadership from the
staff which co-mand respect. Not all will
possess these qualities in sufficient
measure so that the need for an overlay
of an authoritative system (ufiich in ef-
fect.demands respect for them) will still
remarn.
The essential difference between the
"authoritarian" and "home$' sptems
described above are that in the former all
the inmates are treated as being the
same, which some even todaywill praise
as being'fair'; in the latter, a real attempt
is made to acknowledge and develop the
individuality of the children

What is punishment?
Punishment is no more and no less than
one of a set of tools with which we at-
tempt to socialise childre4 to help them
become u".elfish, responsible and
respected adults. It is by no means the
only tool nor even the most effective in
our armoury. In fact, its application may
often result from a failure to apply other
more positive tools to influence
children's behaviour for gmd Neverthe-
less, it would seem a lbature of our cul-
ture that punishnent is an automatic
retribution for unacceptable behaviour.
This is not so for all cultures.In Indiq for
example, children are indulged by their
elders and seldom scolded Who are we
to say that the Indians are rvrong and we
are right?
Very good arguments can be put forward
to illustrate that prrnishment as automatic
retribution for wrong-doing is a patently
unsound approach to bringing up
children. My opinion is that punishment

as automatic retribution for wrongdoing
infen prejudice and " 1""16[ft6rrght on
the part of thme in authority.It denies
the prmpect of forgivenesg and the con-
cr;fi.of.teachingrvhich is implicit in the
Latin root of the word discipline.

Tlpes of punlshment
The range of punishmentswhich maybe
imposed at children's homes is limited.
Inevitabh thereforg quite different of-
fences may attract the same or similar

Home ls not a place
where a rule book ls
brandlshed whenever
anyone goes In the
slightest bit astray.

punishments. The range include.s the fol-
lowing:
o Corporal punishmenl
o Gatingor'grormdingl
o Confinement to a specific area (no
longer permitted by a srict interprela-
tion of the btter of the Reguhtios
under the Child Care Act, CI83).
o Deprivation of privileges.
o Frning (not recommended in the
Manual on Children's Homes distnbuted
bythe Department of Health Services
andWelfarg but agmd choice in some
insanceg nonethebss).
o E:rtra c/ork.

Corporul rytislvna.rt
Probablytbe oldest form of punishment
and still in frequent use at South Afri€n
schools for bofr. The idea of flogging is
deeprmted From the BiHq 'He that
spareth the rod hateth his sm". An old
proverb: "Gold mrst be beaten and a
child sconrged". ln Dot fuot Lord
Byron took it for gante&
"O ye rvho teach ingenuous 1'outh of na-
tions
Hollan4 France, Englan{ Germanyor
Spai";
I pray ye flog them upon all occasbns,
It nends their morals - rrc\,er nind the
pain'.
In Great Britain, u/hid bas been ore of
the models for this country/s educatbnal
systeq it is being phas€d out. Perhaps
the best-knorm schml newr to have in-
roduc€d it b Bryanson, ufrichwas
founded in 1928. I well recall that as boys
we did not consider this as an attractive
feature at all; in fact rather the rsverso.
Another example is Canfordfounded in
1920, this novel practice beingbased on
ideas of the headmaster of a much older

and better-known public school Oundle.
In my view corporal punishment only has
a valid place in the disciplining of young
children and perhaps in rare instances
forbop at primaryschoollevel. For ex-
amplg a young child which persists in
toddling towards the swimning pool will
be dealt with more effectiralyif the scold-
ing is accompanied by a snack This uses
feaf in much the same way as we house-
train a puppy. Similar treatment for older
boys is entirely inappropriate and can
even set in train regression 19 6ffirlish
patterns of behaviour. Educationist John
IlJ.olt (llhy Childrcn Fail andHowt
&ildren l-earn) supports fhis viss', 1sfs1-
ring to r€ry young children's need for
'sym.bolic aons€quenoes' ufiere the real
oons€quences would be unrenlistic;
There are so many strong aryuments
against corporal p'niqhment and one of
the most compelling is that it affords op
portunities for erploitation by the sadis-
tiq and we must not delude oursehas
into believing $31 edism no longer exists
among educatiottists A master at my
prep schml delighted in tweaking the
short hairs above pupils'ean ifhe
believed theywere not paying attention
One &y the strongest lll'year-old in the
school Dunched him in fts stomach. The
master never again indulged in this or
any other cnrel habit. One case involved
myyounger son, who rertaled one Sun-
day morning that a master had picked
him up by his head during a P.E. class.
On disovering that at leas three other
boys hadbeen similarly6igreatd I an
proud to have initiated actim which led
to the master being serarely
reprimanded One of the victimg the son
of a lawpr frien4 would &velop
'slmptoms' errcry Thunday morning to
avoid attending swimming classes. It
transpired that the master required the
class to swim a wi&h of the pool under
water. My friend's sont failure to achieve
this resulted in the master holding his
bead under water for serteral secmds.
Believe it or not at a meetingwith the
headmagers of both the junior and
senior schmls the former aske4 "Is

there really a difrerence betrreen aboy
beinghurt onthe rugby6eld cbeing
hurt by a master?"
Oheiargunents against urrpcal punish-
ment includethat
o violene@*svicilence - todaywe
call this the effect of 'nodellingi;

o its effectiveness is onlybased m fear,
whkh acording to Kohlberg would
naintain a very primitivc bnel of moral
grovth;
o the receiving of cuts can enhance
statrs. This I know to be so, for I enjoyed
considerable renorvn in my 6rst year as a
naral cadet by virtue of receiving more
cuts than any other boy. I have ad-
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minisered cuts on a small number of oc-
casiong and in retrospect remember juS
one instance in which I believe mv choice
of punishment was absolutety rigft, be-
cause the bo/s behaviour seemed to
have transformed from that moment.
That, however, was the exception that
proves the rule that corporal punishment
Ls archaic and should have no place in
children's homes catering for teenaged
bop.
The protagonists of corporal punishment
may produce arguments in its favour but
t-he advantages offered anount to little
more than quic( visible "results" and
hence a lack of inconvenience to those
responsible for impnsing prrnishment. If
we are seriously and genuinely con-
cerned withthe develo.pmanr of children
in our care, inconvenience to oursehcs
should be of little or no ac@unt.

Gatingor "gounding"
This is a punishment detested by children
to a degree that adults would think dis-
proportionate. Therein lies its strength,
making it suitable for seriou offences. It
should, of course, be imposed with due
discretion if it wiU prevent a child from
"i.itiog hir parents.

Confinematt n a specific tea
Despite the prohibition in the Regula-
tions under the Child Care Act, 1983, this

nerns of tigbtening gting is appropriate
in certain instanccs. It affrds better con-
trol and earher dctectim ofanchcr of-
fercc, and can bc us€d if I is sspeAcd
that the offcn&rwill auenp( to abccood
for cxanple. What is today called time-
ont' is similar in that it remorcs a child
frm a situationurhich he b handling
poorly, both for his o*n sale and for that
of the goup he is distubing

htrivdtun$pnnbges
Children today have so many privileges
that temporarydepriration of me (r
more can have little efrect. Thuc this
punishment is used for relativelyminor
offences for which being depriwd of
watching television, fm example, can be a
suitable inconnenience.

Fining
Although not recommended by the
Department, there are institutions in the
USA urhere this is a primary means of
punishment. Children in homes do not
receive much pocket money, but for
some it is supplemented by parents and
hosts u/hich regates thc effcctiveness of
fining- Careful onsideratioo must be
giran to tbc pcsibility tbat fining may
caus€ stealing.
Fining has b€en a primary means of
punishing thcc rfio smoke without per-
misskm at myhome. Smokingb soen as

an anti-social stupidityrather than a
crimq and the rationale for fining bas
been that moneywhich canbe burned
cennot be needed!

Enswo*
This is criticised for the dangsr that work
(which one would like to be highly
wlued) may become negatively as-
sociated with punitirr authority, but in
mv view is without a doubt the finest
mirlti-purpce prrnishmenl, ufiich can be
applied creatirrcly for the gmd of the of-
fender and for all who live in the home.
The availability of suitable task of home
hu$andry and schoolwork is endless.
I sugested this once to thc principal of
myyounger 561'5 high school only ten
'€ars agq when the boywas being caned
on average twice a weeL His response
appalled me: "We can't get the children
to do that. The parents *nuld object;
that's work for the labourers."
The major disadvantage is that this
punishment can inconranience the super-
visor as much as the offender, but this
may be offset by selecting the timing to
suil the former.
Its benefits can often be increased by the
supervisor working alongside the of-
fender, thereby leading by example and
aiffordi"g an opportunity for meaningful
interaction. This may detract from its un-
pleasantness, but there's no harm in even
punishment -": 

::-- 

satisSine

In the foregoing I have purpcely omitted
to mention two methods of 'punishment'

to which I wish to draw special emphasis,
because I consider them to be among the
most porverful and effectivc of all.I refer
toowrl&hg anddnonishrng both of
which depend for their sucoess on in-
fluencing and &raloping the ofrender's
oonscrenoe.
Some will argue that children in homes
bave had tbeir cmsciencc soblunted in
their early upbringing that to anempt to
appeal to them i6 fife sos,ing seeds on
barren ground Howcver, if these
children are to becorc mature and
responsible adultq I believe ft is essential
that tho6e caring for them sbuld en-
deavour consrantly to dewlop their scnse
of values or whatever the modern
cquinbnt is for'cmscierce". It is worth
mentioning that both of these again inply
that a staffmember haseamedthe
respect ofthe chil4 that the child sees
the stafrmcmbcr as reprccnting thc
society of which he q she wisbes to be a
paft.

Oval&ing
This could be dass€d as a non-punish-
ment, but it differs markedly from lgTra-
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"Hello ... Is that ChiWWefanT Lodc here, tlvy've slwt me in my room againl"
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rns because the offender must be made
to"know full well that his ofrence has
been overlooked by intent. We often
send very powerful messages by what we
do nof say.

Admonishing
I can but illustrate the powerful influence
this can have on a child's conscience by
recounting an experience from my own
childhood. At the age of l2on a dark
winter's night my headmaster caught me
smoking while I was walking to my dor-
mitory in a detached cottage. I had stolen
cigarcttes from a master's cupboard as
hid many of my colleagues. We sat up all
night discussing how I should answer the
inevitable question: "Where did you get
the cigareltc from Bryan?" I concluded
there-was rtrthing foiit but to make a
clean breast of it. The headmaster inves-
tigated the whole affair fullywith gea!
stiitt and each and every thief and smoker
stood revealed. None was punished with
anything other than being admonished,
but I learned two important and lasting
lessons. Firstly, I learned the value of
honesty, and secondly, I have remained a
non-smoker 1s this day. I believe that
both of those benefits derived from a
most persuasive appeal to my conscience
which I will remember with absolute
clarity for the rest of my life.

Imposing punishment
Society hai a right to demand a penalty
from those who break the law. Hence,
retribution has alwap been a proper
component of punishment, but retribu-
tion ihould noi be automatic nor should
it be the primary consideration. The
primary consideration in punishing
thildren should be to build their sense of
what society expects from them, together
with their ability to balance their be-
haviour between their own needs and
those of socieg.
To satisff the requirement of retribution
punishment must hold out the prospect
of unpleasantness and inconvenience. It
must never be vindictive or trY to
humiliate the child or make him angry. A
show of well-controlled anger by the
punisher, however, should not come
amiss and may even be a good example.
Of utmost importance are the investiga-
tion ofan offence and choice ofpunish-
ment. The following'points to ponder'
are offered by one whose failures are too
numeroui to be counted.
o Listen for all you're worth to the
defendant's case and help him to clari$
it.
o Beware the more skillful rationalisa-
tion of aduls. These, and the need to
uphold their own authority, can lead to
real difficulties.
o Try to remain objective and impartial

until the meris of the case have been as-
sessed.
o The punishment should fit not onlY
the crime, but also the cjrcumstances and
the offender. Very rarely will two similar
offences occur under precisely the same
circumstances. $imil3s$, what maybe a
hanh punishment for one child maybe
much less so for another, e.g; gatlng a
boy nrho seldom goes ort will not be
harsh or effective.
o A stiffpunishment that is soon over is
preferable to one nfiich drags on fu a
longperiod
o 'With longer punishmentg consi&ra-
tion should be $r,en to the possbility of
eiarnrng remrssn[
o Try-to remait consistent with the prin-
ciples by rvhich the home is gorcrned.
r Agree on the punishment with the
ptainliff ila member of staffbefore giviDg
judgement.
o Tryto ohain acknorvledgement from
the defendant that the prrnishment lras
been desen€d and is fair. Asking,'What
prrnishmea[ do pu think 1ou deserve?'
is invariablv evaded.
In brieft lisien well and be firm, fair, com-
passionate, oonsistent, 3ad finally, sbow
cood humour.
If trc ioU has been done well, the mutrnl
respeit between punisher and punished
wif have been maintained tr e\En en-
hanc€d.If badly, feelinp of resentment
and rebelliousness will hara been
fostered. As a final safeguardo children
should have the right to appeal to the
management committee if they consider
that p-unishment is not beinginpced
justly.

Serving punishnent
Punisbnents must be performed proper-
ly. Sloppyor incomplete performance oc-
dasioned by a lack of supervisbn can
lead to @ntempt of authority. Once a
punishment has been served the ofrender
ihould start afresh with his slate wiped
clean- Some of mycharges'mctrrcbe-
ment complaints haw related to staff
nfio constantly drag up past offences.
This gives the impression of lasting
resentment at their wery misdemEanour,
and treatment of the present offenoe as if
it is a culninating one in a long series.

Conclusion
Having the authority to punish other
people's cbildren is an awesome respon-
ilUitity, rvhich is often abused - though
not necessarilyby malintent. No one
bearing this responsibility can hope to
discharse it correctb at all times The
most thit can be er$ected is that they will
always endeavour to do their best.
Perhaps the bes advice is tobe found in
the w6rds of the hynn, that we should be
"slow to chide and swift to bless".

Nurse Aid
Kindhearted, patient nurse aid ur-
gently needed to care for swerelY
autistic 2Gyearold boy during tre
day time - four days on wery
week. Cood salary.
Pfease telephone (0211 +7992

hehmiruryNaice

JOINT CONIERENCE OF
SASFCAN/
SA. SOCIETY OF SOCIAL
WORIGRS

University of the \ilitnatersrand
19-20-2Uuly190

The themes of the conferenoe ate:
o Trans-cultural Issues in Child
Abuse
o Empowerment of Individuals and
Communities

Enryina ond fiuther infmnation : Les-
lq Stepharso4 Otgottishg SeqetuY,
P.O.Box 3/7, Wit 2050. TelePlotu
( 0 1 1 )7 I 6 5a9 1. Far (0 I I )$*7a�5.

PLII\NED PINXNIUOOD
ASSOCIATION OF SJ"

Courses offered by the Plannod
Parenthod Associatbn (Cape Town)
for child care worlers on Tenage
Seruality
Ths cour*a ain to equip child ca,re
worlers with the slilla ne€ded to d€al
with issres relatad to t€eDage exuality
in tlreir working environment

Datcs: IrL\z\ tt SePt€mb.r 1990
(09:fl)-12:(X)1
i;ost 850.0d pcr dchgatc (Uunarlce
avdlabhf

E/r4uidet ard ra enlo;ticlru : Plcuc
contut Cattvyn Dewfuh or Erirl
Gredlud qt tehphot 6 E 5 -t0 17 at
P lowoel Porqttlwod As e ocbtion.

I FRIEDRICH SCHWEIZER
I xnroenurnr
I

i Child Care Worlrers
I
I Male/female care workers required
i for small children's home in lknil-
I worth. Willingness to undergo train-

inc and drive/s licence ess€ntial
PFase apply with full CV to the

j Management Committee, 52Water-
I loo Roa4 Wynberg7800.
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A new series on social opinion: What doYOU think about ...

The Legalisation of Drugs?
Robert P. Hey olTheChrtstian Scierce lttbnltor introduces

the discussion for us - and we ask you to write and tell us your
opinion on this controvesialsuggestbn to solve drug problems

Debate in America hes escalated orcr a
long-taboo drug issue: Should now-illegal
drugs be made legal? A recent statement
in support of legalisation by US Distrire
Judg", Robert Sweet has called attentbn
once again to the issue.
The debate seems certain to grorv. Many
experts think pressure for legalisation
will increase until government shorvs
clear evidence ofdeclining drry usc
among most segments of the populatio4
and of greatly decreasing drug-related
violence.
On the legalisation side of the debate are
a small but growing number of public
figureg law professorq and otherg in-
cluding Baltimore Mayor Kurt Schmoke
and former Secretary of State, George
Shultz. Most personally dislike drugs,
want their widespread use ended, and
think that the way to succeed is to treat
dtry use as a public health issue and not
a legal one. Keeping drup illegal causes
crime to increase and hinders treatment,
theyhold - but does not decrease drug
use. "I just don't think that law enforce-
ment is the way to deal with the drug
crisis", says Gene Stepheng a professor
of the college of Criminal Jrstice of the
University of South Caroline.'I don't
think it can succeed'.
On the other side are much larger num-
bers of elected officials and &ug eryerts.
They say that if illegal drup like heroin,
cocaine, and marij"a"a were legalised,
the number of addictswould rise
dramatically because drup would be
cheaper and far more aooessible. Fur-
ther, they add, fewer addicts uiould enter
treatment because none would be re-
quired to seek treatment by a judge, as
uurny are required to do now. Findly,
society would lose its moral argument in
seeking to persuade people not to use
drugs.
"All the upheavals (legalisation) would
cause", laments William Bennett the US
drug policy diredor and one of
America's most forcefril opponents of
legalisation. He says the proposal "is jut
not in the real world".

What makes the concep of legalising
dnrys so appealing he told reporters at a
Monitor b'reaKast meeting is that "it's

si-ple. It sounds easy to do", but in fact
uaould prove counterproductive.
'If you want to see the number of people
'rqing crack (cocaine) go from one to 10
millba', Dr Bennett addsr'make it as
available as alcohol".
No support now is believed to exist in
Congess fa drug legalisation, as Rep.
Charbs Rangel (D) of New York quickly
pointed out after Judge Sweet's spoe.h.
One of Congress's leading e,:rperts on
drugs, Rep. Rangel is chairman of the
House Select Commiftee on Narcotics
Abrse and Control
But support for legalisation likelywill
build across the nation and perhaps cain
a foothold in C-ongress, if government
drug-frghting progremmes are unsuooess-
fu[ e:perts say.
For example, government should resist
the temptation to spend large amounts of
money on drug education and treatment
programmes until it knows urhich ones
are effective, warns Edrvin Delattrg
Bradley Fellow in Applied Ethics at the
Anerican Enterprise Institute. Tm many
progrrmmes no*, dm't wor\ he says.
tf tbe.se progrrmrnes urcre prematurely
expanded and prortd ineffective, he says,
proponents of legalisation likely *ould
label the concepts ofeducation and treat-
ment failureg and would gain much more
popular support for legalisation.
Opponents say the idea of bgalisatim
runs counter to sercral current trends in
America Declining druguse except in
inner cities among minoritbs, rising
uorker goNrogrn about drug use among
their oolleagues, and growing opposition
among Ameritzns both to drug use and
to the violence that attends the drug
trade.

FtomTIu Christialr...r Sciarce Mmitqof.
December 22-28, 1989.
Send your opinion to Tlw ChiA CCIe
Wo*s,P.O. Box2319, Claremmt 7735
to reach us bythe 10th March 19fl)

lf you discover
your child is
taking drugs

I Have all the information at
your fingertips.
I Take a balanced, calm
vierar. Avoid over reaction or
tearfu | recriminations.
I Obtain as much informa-
tion as is possible from your
child about fre extent, dura-
tion and circumstances of Sre
drug abuse.
I Check if your child is want-
ing help to handle the drug
problem. lf so, offer all fre
support you can and arrange
to see your CP or any suitable
helping professional.
I ParenB must work towards
standing together at this time.
Avoid unearthing longstand
ing disagreements beMeen
spouses; mutual support is
what is most needed.
I Take a clear, strong posi-
tion that drug abuse is unac-
ceptable and know tre
reasoris why. Point out to your
child his or her behaviour,
rnoods and deteriorat'|on.
I Insist on a discussion with
an expert to clarify knowledge
and attitudes. You and your
spouse should be willing to be
involved in any treatnent
recommended.
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The very first lecture in the NACCW's Basic Qualification in Child
Care (BQCC) course has always introduced students to the ten
princidles of the International Declaration of the Rights of the Child,
h tnirty year old statement which underlies our philosophies of child
care. 

-ln 
November 1989 the United Nations General Assembly

unanimously adopted the UN Gonvention on the Rights of the Child,
and this nbw becomes an important and very much more
comprehensive (54 articles) internationaldocument for all involved
inw6rkwith children .TheChild CareWorker is publishing this rnonth
and next month the entire text of the Convention which, il is hoped'
will thereby become well-known by both adults and children, s'ho
willwish topromote and motivate for its ratification by South Africa.

)Hi: A New Convention
{t
::t'm of the Child

fare of Children, with Special Reference
to Fmter Placement andAdoptionNa-
tionally and Internationally, the United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for
the Administration of Jurtnile Justice
(fhe Beijing Rules); and the Declaration
on the Protection of Women and
Children in Emergency and Armed C-on-
flicL
o Recognising that, in all countries in
the world, thert are children living in ex-
ceptionally difticult conditiong and that
suitr children need special consideratioq
o Taking due account of the importance
of the traditions and cultural values of
each people for the protection and har-
monious deralopment of tbc child'
o Recognising the importane of inter-
natimal cooperation for improving the
livinc conditions of children in erary
cou;try, in particular in the developing
ormtrbs,
Hare agreed as follows:

PARTI

Ardde I
For the purpc€s of the present Conven-
tioq aciild means everihumanbeing
below the age of eightssn )€ars unless,
under the lCw applicable to the child
najority is attained earlier.

Artidc 2
1. States Parties shall respect and ensure
the richts set forth in the resent C.onven-
tion t6 each child within dheir jurisdiction
without discrimination of anytind, ir-
respectiw of the child's or his or her
parent's or legal guardian's race, @lour,-seig 

language, religio4 political or other
opinioq nationali ethnic a socid origin'
pioperty, disability, birth or other status.
2 Statea Parties shall talrc all appropriate
measures to ensure that the child is
orotected acainst all forms of discrimina-
iloo ot puniihment on the basis of the
statuE activitiesr e':rpressed opiniong or
betiefs of the child's parents,legal guat-
diang or fanilymemben.

Ardd€3
1. In all actims concerning childreq
rvhether rmdertaken by public or prlivate
social welfare institutions' courts of law,
administratiw authorities or bgislative
bodies' the bes interests of the child
shall be a primarv cosi&ration.
Z States parties un&rtale to ensure the
child such protection and care as is
necessary ior his or her well-being taking
into accdunt the rights and duties of his
u her parents' legal guardians, or other
individitals legaly re.sponsibls fsi him or
her, and to this end, shall ta&c all ap
propriate bgislative and administrative
measures.

. r ( Z z f r N l r  f  l I V U U  Y Y l l u v
.Yt l /xLJr - t \ \ t -

{NW on the Rights
f 

-- 
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PRMMBLE

The States Parties to the present Conven-
tion
o Considering that, in accordance with
the principlas proclaimed in the Charter
of tf,e United Nations, recognition of the
inherent dienitv and of the equal and in-
alienable ri-ghd of all membeis of the
human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the worl4
o Bearing in mind that the peoples of
the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed their faith in fundanental
human rights and in the dignity and
worth of the human persoq and have
determined to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger
freedom,
o Rccoenisins that the United Nations
has, in th-e Uniiersal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the International
Covenants on Human Rtghtq
proclaimed and agreed that ereryone is
entitled to all the riEhts and freedoms set
fo(h therein, without distinction of any
kind, such as raoe, colour, se4 languagg
religion, political or other opinion, na-
tional oi-social origin, property, birth or
other status,
o Recalling that, in the Univenal
Declaration of Human Rights, the
United Nations has procJaimed that
childhood is entitled to special care and
assistance,
o Convinced that the faniln as the fun-
damental group of society and the
natural environment for the grounh and
well-being of all its members and par-
ticularly children, should be afforded the

necessary rotection and assistance so
that it cai'fully assurne its responsibilities
within the community,
o Reconnising that the child, for the full
and haniloniois development ofhis or
her personality, should gron, up in a fami-
ly environment, in an atmosphere of hap
piness, lora and undffgandin&
o Considering that the child should be
fully preparedlo lire an individual life in
*.i"ty, and brought up in the spirit of
the ideals proclaimed in the Cbarter of
the United Nationg and in partiorlar in
the spirit of peace, dig"ig, tolerance,
freedon, equality and solidarity,
o Bearing in nind that tbc need to ex-
tend parti-cular care to the child has been
stateii in the Genera Declaratio of the
Rishtsof theChild of IYUandinthe
Dilaration of the Rights of the Child
adoptedby tbe General Assembly on the
International C.ownant on Civil and
Political Rights (in particular in articles
8 afr 2A), in tbe International Covenant
on Economig Social and C\ltrual Rigbts
(in particular in article 10) and in t@
statutes and relevant instruments of
soecialised acencies and international or-
ginisations 6ncerned with the welfare of
children,
o Bearing in mind fis1, as indicated in
the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child, "the child, by reason of his physi-
cal and mental inmaturity, needs special
safeguards and care, including ap
propriate legal protection, before as nell
as after birth",
o Recalling the prwisions of the
Declaration on Social and frgal Prin-
ciples relating to the Protection and Wel-
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3. States Parties shall ensure tbat the in-
stilutions, services and facilititx respqr-
sible for the care or protection of
ctrildren shall conform with the standards
cstablished by competent authorities, par-
ticularly in the ares ofsafety, health, in
rhe number and suitabilityof their staff,
as well as competent supervision.

Article 4
States Parties shall undertake all ap
propriate legislative, administrativg and
other measures for the inplementation
ofthe rights recognised in the present
Convention. With regard to economic, so
cial and culnud rights, States Parties
shall undertake such measures to the
maxinum extent of their available resolu-
ces and, where needed, within the
framework of international cooperation

Artide 5
States Parties shall lsspect the respon-
sibilitias, rights and duties of parents or,
where applicable, the members of the ex-
tended family or community as provided
for bylocal custom,legal guardians or
other persons legally respmsiHe for the
child, to providg in a manner consistent
with the errohing capacities of the child,
appropriate direction and grridance in
the exercise bythe child of the rights
recoenised in the present Convention.

Article 6
1. States Parties recognise that erery
child has the inherent right to life.
2. States Parties shall ensure to the maxi-
mum odent pcsible the sunival and
development of the child.

Article 7
1. The child shell Ss regisered im-
mediately after birth and $all haw the
rigbt frombirth to a name, fts right to ac-
quire a nation"lity a"4 as far as pcsible,
the right to know and be cared for by his
or her parents.
2. States Parties shall ensure the in-
plementation of these nSts in rccord-
ance with their national law and tbeir
obligations under the relerant interna-
tional instruments in this field, in par-
ticular u/here the child*ould dhersbe
be stateless.

Artide t
1. States Parties undertake to respect the
right ofthe child to preservc his or ber
identity, including nationality, name and
fanily relations as reoognis€d by law
without unlanfirl interference.
2 Where a child is illegally deprived of
sorne or all of the elements of his or br
identity, States Parties shall provide ap
propriate assistance and protectbn, with
a view to speedily re-es6$lishing his or
her identiw.

Arddc9
1. States Partbs shall ensure that a child
shdl not be separated from his c her
parents against theirwill, except whcn
competent authoritie.s subiect to jrdicial
reviewdetermine, in accordame with ap
plicablelawand that sucl
separatim is nee.ssary for the best inter-
ests of the child. Such determinei<rn may

" ... shall resp€ct the
rlght of the chlld ut'ho

States Parties under articb 9, paragraph
t ap'plications@a child or his or her
parents to enter or bave a State Party for
ihe purpce of fanily reunifrcation shall
be dealt with by States Partbs in a pci-
tirc, humane and eryeditiors manner.
States Parties shell futhgl ensure that
the sub,mission of such a request shall en-
tail no adverse oonsequerces for the ap
plicants and fq the members of their
fanily.
2 A child whose parents reside in dif-
ferent States shall harc the right to main-
tein 6a a regular basis, save in
exceotional circumstances personal rela-
tions and direct contacts wiO Uott
parents. Torards that end and in accord-
ince with the obligation of States Parties
under article 9, paragraph 2, States Par-
ties shall respect the right of the child
and his or her parents to leave any
country, including their own, and to enter
their own country.The right to leave any
country shall be subject only to such
restrictions as are prescribed by law and
which are necessary to protect the nation-
al secruity, pnblic u&r (orfuepblic),
public health or morals or the rights and
heedons ofotbers and are consistent
with the other rights recognised in the
present Convention.

Article 11
1. States Parties shall take measures to
combat the illicit transfer and non-return
ofchildren abroad.
2 To this en4 Statcs Parties shall
promote the conclusion of bilateral or
multiliateral agreements c accession to
existing agreement$

Arddc I!
1. States Partfox $all assure to the clild
who is capabb of forming his m her own
views the rigbt to etpress those viena
freelyin all matters atrecting the chil4
the views of the child being given due
rrrigbt in accordance with the age and
naturity of the child
2 Fc this putpcq the childshall in par-
ticular be provi&d thc opportunityto be
heard in anyjudidal and administratira
procceding affecting thc c!il4 either
diredly, or thro$q a represcntative <x.
an amroriate bodv. in a manner consis-
tent'viith'the proceriirA nrles of national
law.

Ardde lil
Tte child shell [3vs the right to freedom
of erpressbn; this nght shall indrde
freedom to seelg receiw andinpart in-
formatbn and ideas of all kindsr regard-
bss of frmtierg eithcr aally, in writing
c in print, in the form of art, or thtoWh
anv other media of thc child's choice.
z^Tb,cxercisc of this rigbt maybe sub
ject to certain restrictions, but these shall

ls separated from one
or both par€nts to
malntaln personal
relatlons and dlrec't
contact wlth both

parents on a regular
basls...
nffi

be necessary in a particular case such as
one inrolving abuse q neglect of the
chitd by the parenq or one where the
parents are living separately and a
decision nust be made as to the child's
place ofresidence.
2 In anvoroceedincs Dursuant to
paragaph 1of the frisent article, dl in-
terested parties shdl be giwa an oppor-
tunityto participate in the proeedings
and mate their vie*s km*n.
3. States Parties shall respect the rigbt of
the child who is separated from one or
both parents to maintain personal rela-
tions and direct cmtact with both
parents m a regular bas\ cxccpt ifit is
contrary to the cltild's best interests.
4. Where srrch separatioresulg from
any uim initiated by a Stuc Party, such
as the defentioq inprismrcnq cxile
&portatbn or death (inclttding &ath
arising frm any cause whilc thc person
is in the orsodyof the StatQ of ore or
both parents or of the child, that State
Party SalL upon r€qu€st, proide the
parentq the chiH or, if appopriatg
another member of the familywith the es-
se"tial informatbn corcerning thc
cAereabouts of tbc ahent rcmbcr(s) of
the familyunless the provisbn of thc in-
formationnould be detrinentd to the
*ell-being of the child States Parties
shall further ensure that tbo submissio
of such a request shall ofitseE entiel 16
adrlerse oons€qlrnoes for the p€rsonG)
concerned

Ardde 10 '
1. In accordance with the obligtion of
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only be such as are provided by law and
are nec€ssary (a) for respect ofthe rights
or reputations of others; or, O) for the
protection of national security or of
public order (ordre public), or of public
health or morals.

Article 14
1. States Parties shall respect the right of
the child to freedom of thought, con-
science and religion.
2. States Parties shall respect the rights
and duties of the parents and, when ap-
plicable, legal guardiang to provide
direction to the child in the exercise of
his or her right in a manner consistent
with the evolving capacities of the child.
3. Freedom to manifest one's relision or
beliefs may be subjecr only to suc-h li-ita-
tions as are prescribed by law and are
necessary to protect public safety, order,
health or morals, or the fundamental
rights and freedoms of others.

Article 15
1. States Parties recogniss the rights of
the child to freedom of association and
to freedom of peaceful assembly.
2. No restrictions maybe placed on the
exercise of these rights other than those
imposed in conformitywith the law and
which are necessary in a democratic
society in the interests of national
security or public safety, public order
(ordre public). the protection of public
health or morals or the orotection of the
rights and freedoms of others.

Article 16
1. No child shall be subjected to arbitrary
or unlawful interference with his or her
privacy, family, home or correspondence,
nor to unlawful attacks on his or her
honour and reputation.
2. The child has the right to the protec-
tion of the law against such interference
or attacks.

Article 17
States Parties recognise the important
function performed by the mass media
and shall ensure that the child has acoess
to information and material from a diver-
sity of national and international sources,
especially those aimed at the promotion
of his or her social, spiritual and moral
well-being and physical and mental
health. To this end" States Pades shall:
o Encourage the mass media to dissemi-
nate information and material of social
and cultural benefit to the child and in ac-
cordancp with the spirit of article 29;
o Encourage international co-operation
in the production, exchange and dissemi-
nation of such information and material
lrom a diversity of cultural, national and
international sources;
o Encourage the production and dis-

semination of children's books;
o Encourage the mess media to hara
particular regard to the linguistic needs
of the child who belongs to a minority
group or who is indigenous;
o Encourage the derrelopment of ap
propriate guidelinas for the protection of
the child from information and material
injurious to his or her ncll-being bearing
in mind the prwisions of article.s 13 and
18.

"A child temporarily
or permanently

deprived of his or her
family environment,

or in whose oum best
interests cannd be
allowed to remain in
that environment,
shall be entitled to
special protection
and assistance ... "

Article lt
1. States Parties shall use their best ef-
forts to ensure recopition of the prin-
ciple that both parents harc common
responsibilities for the upbringing and
development of the child. Parents or, as
the case maybe, legal guardiens, hara
the primary responsibility for the
upbringing and development of the child.
The best interests of the child will be
their basic conoerrt"
2. For the purpose of guaranteelng and
promoting the rigbts set forth in the
present Convention, States Parties shall
render appropriate assistancp to parents
and legal grrardians in the performance
of their child-rearing responsibilities and
shall ensure the development of ingitu-
tions, facilities and services for the care
of children.
3. States Parties shall take all appropriate
measlues to ensure that children of work-
ing parents hare the right to benefit from
child care services and facilities for which
they are eligible.

Article 19
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate
legslatrvg administrative, social and
educational measures to protect the child
from all forms of phpical or mental
violence, injury or abuse, neglect or
negligent treatment maftreatment or ex-
ploitatioq including serual abuse, ufrile

in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s)
or any other person vfro has the care of
the child
2 Such protectira measures should, as
appropriate, include effectirrc procedures
for the establishment of social progam-
mes to provide necessary support for the
child and for those rvho have the care of
the chil4 as well as for other forms of
prevention and for identificatio4 report-
ing referral, investigation, treatment and
follow-up of instances of child maltreat-
ment described heretofore, and, as ap
propriate, for judicial invohement.

Article 20
1. A child temporarily or permanently
deprived of his or her family environ-
ment, or in whose oqm best interests can-
not be allowed to remain in that
environmen! shall be entitled to special
protection and assistance provided by
the State.
Z States Parties shdl in accordance with
their national laws ensure alternative
care for such a child
3. Such care could include, interalia,
foster placement,ktlalah of Islamic law,
adoption or if necessaryplacement in
suitable institutions for the care of
children. When considering solutions,
due regard shall be paid to the
desirability of continuity in a child's
upbringing and to the child's ethnig
religioug cultural and linguisic back-
ground.

Artide 21
States Parties that recognise and/or per-
mit the system of adoption shall ensure
that the best interegs of the child shall be
the paramount consideration and they
shalt
o Ensure that the adoption of a child is
authorised only by competent authorities
who determine, in accordance with ap-
plicable law and procedures and on the
basis of all pertinent and reliable informa-
tion" that the adoption is permissible in
view of the childs status concerning
parentE relatives and legal grrardians and
that, ifrequired, the persons concerned
bave given their informed consent to the
adoption on the basis of such counselling
as maybe necessary;
o Recognise that inter-country adoption
maybe considered as an alternative
me2ns of cbild's carg if the child cannot
be placed in a fmter or an adoptire fami-
ly or cannot in any suitable manner be
cared for in thc child's country of origin;
o Ensure that the child concerned by
inter-country adoption enjoys safeguards
and standards equivalent to thce exist-
ing in the case of national adoption;
o Take all appropriate measures to en-
sure that, in inter-country adoptioq the
placement does not result in improper
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.nancial gain for those invohad in it;
o Promote, where appropriate, the ob-
cctives ofthe present article by conclud-
re bilateral or multilateral arrangements
r agreementg and endeavour, within
.ris framework, to ensure that the place-
:rent of the child in another country is
,-arried out by competent authorities or
rrgans,

wticle22
l. States Parties shall take appropriate
neasurqs to ensure that a child nrho is
'e eking refugee status or rvho is con-
.idered a refugee in accordance with ap
plicable international or domestic law
and procedurss shall, nrhether unaocom-
panied or accompanied @ his or her
parents or by any other person, receive
rppropriate protection and humanitarian
assistance in the enjoymnet of applicable
righs set forth in the present Convention
and in other international human rights
or humanitarian instruments to which the
said States are Parties.
l. For this purposg States Parties shall
provide, as they consider appropriate, co
operation in any efforts by the United Na-
tions and other competent
intergovernmental organisations or non-
governmental organisations cooperating
with the United Nations to proted and
assfu such a child and to trace the
oarents or other members of the famih
bf anyrefugee child in order to ohain in-
formation necessary for reunification
with his or her family. In cases where no
parents or other members of the family
can be foun4 the child shdl be accorded
the sarne protection as any other child
permanently or temporarily deprired of
his or her family environment for any
reason, as set forth in the present Con-
vention

Article 23
1. States Parties recognise that a mentally
or physically disabled child should enjoy
a full and decent life, in conditions which
ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and
facilitate the child's active participation
in the community.
2 States Parties recognise the right of the
disabled child to special sar's and shell
encourage and ensure the eIensioq sub
ject to available resourceE to the eligible
child and thme responsible for his or her
care, of assistance for nrhich applkatbn
is made and rvhich is approp,riate to the
dild's condition and to the circumstan-
ces ofthe parents or othen caring for the
child-
3. Rerognising the special needs of a dis-
abled chil4 assistance extended in ac-
cordance with paragraph 2 ofthe present
article shall be provided free of charge,
whenever possible, taking into account
the financial resources ofthe parents or

ahen caring for the dil4 aDd shall be
desigDed to cosilre that thc.fi.abled
child has etrediw rccess to and reeives
edrrcatbq training, hcalth carc scrviccs,
rehatilitatim scrviceg preparatio fc
emplolmnt and rccreation oppor-
tunities in a manner cmducirc to the
child's achia,ing the fullest pmsible so
cial integmtim and indivktul &relop
ment, including his or her culturd and
spiritual development.
4. States Panies shall promote, in the
spirit of international cooperatio,n, the
exchange of appropriate information in
the field of prercntive health care and of
medical, psychological and functional
treatment of dirsabled childreq indding
dissemination of and aooessi to informa-
tion concerning methods of rehabilita-
tion, education and vocational serviceg
with the aim of enabling States Parties to
improve their capabilities and skills and
to widen their elperience in these areas.
ln this regard" particular account shall be
taken of the needs of dewloptng
countries.

Artide24
1. States Parties recognise the right of the
child to the enjgnnent of the highest eil-
tainabb standard of health and to
facilities for tbe treatment of illness and
rehabilitation of health. States Parties
shall striw to ensure that no child is
deprived of his or her right of access to
such health care services.
2 States Parties shall pursue full im-
plementation of this right and" in par-
ticular, shell take appropriate measures:
I fs.liminish bfant and child mortality;
o To ensure the provision of necessary
medical assigance and health care to all
children with emphasis on the &wlop
ment of primary health care;
o To combat disease and malnutrition,

including within the framework of
primary health care, tfu ougD. inter alia,
the application of readily anailable tech-
nologr and through the provision of ade-
quate nutritious fmds and clean
drinking-water, taking into consideration
1tr" dengers and risks of environmental
polution;
o To ensure appropriate pre-natal and
poet-natal health care for mothers;
o To ensure that dl segments of society,
in particular parents and children, are in-
forme4 haw access to education and are
supported in the use of basic knowledge
of child hedth and nutrition, the ad-
Entages of b'reas-feerlin& hygiene and
environmentd sanitation and the preven-
tion ofaccidents;
o To develop preventive health care,
guidance for parents and family planning
education and services.
3. States Pa(ies shall take all effective
and appropriate measures with a view to
abolishing traditional practices prejudi-
cial to the health of children.
4. States Parties undertake to promote
and encourage international co-opera-
tion with a view to achieving progressive-
ly the full realisation of the right
recognised in the present article. In this
regar4 particular account shell be taken
of the needs of developing countries.

Artide 25
States Parties recognise the right ofthe
child rvho has been placed I the com-
petent authorities for the purposes of
care, protection or treatment of his or
her phpical or mental healtb, to a peri-
odic review of the treatment provided to
the child and all other circumstances
relerant to his or her placement.

In nd npntls issue we will pnblish tlu
rcmahdcr$tlu Cotention

IMPORTANT AN NOUNCEMENT

National Association of Child Care Workers

Please note frat 0re old Cape Town telephone number (79G3401) of he
National Office is no longer in use by tre NACCW. This is rx)w a private
subscribe/s number and should not be dialed on NACCW business.

The nerry telephone number for all mattem relating to lhe Child Care-
Worker joumal, to the NACCW's publications and to membership and
mailing liss is (021) 8&3610 (mornings 08:30 to l3:00).

Until a new telephone number for the NACCW National Office is ar-
rangd, please direct all o$rer enquirie to your nearest Regional Director
whose numbr you will find on page 2 of all issues of this journal.

The postaf address for fre NACCW and fhe Child CareWorker will corr
tinue for the time'being as P.O. Box 23199, Clarenront 7735.
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THE EDUCATIONAL DYNAMO
An interview with Reuven Feuerstein

Leah Abramowitz
kah Abrotnowitz is a suial wo*er at
Shaare Zedek Hospital h lerusolem ond a
freelance writer. This afiicle is rcprhted
from lewish Action 19{J9.

I srae[ in its first 40 years, has many
I achievements to its credit that have
gained it international acclaim. Rbht up
there along with its ability to survive, its
Ingathering of the Exileg its flowering of
the Desert and its llsu.ishing of
Yeshivot, are its innornative and highly
successful educational progremmeq
geared for culturally deprived
youngsters, organically retarded adoles-
cents and psychologically impared
children.
Professor Rewen Feuerstein is the
father of a unique schml of thot'ght
specialising in this population and rvhich
has developed sereral higbly effective
methods for working with "lost causes".
Today his Hadassah-WizoCanada
Research Institute treats 5050 yorrng
adults and children dialy from all orer Is-
rael, and even from all over the world.
His Instrumental Enrichment Program
has been adopted in 1500 classrmms in-
ternationally; his LPAD Assessment
Tool has been adapted for ue in many
countries all over the world and tens of
thousands ofeducators learn his techni-
ques in workshops and seminars svery
yer.
A robust, white-bearded, vigorous man,
Feuerstein maintains complete control of
his growing empire, and personally sees
to every detail in the planning and im-
plementation of his multi-faceted In-
stitute. In his ever present black beret, he
propounds his basic philcophy, indeed
his credo: the propeuity of the cbild to
change. A strongbelief in human
modifiability lie.s behind most of his
projects and gives eran the most
depressed or dejected parent hope that
his child can be helped
And indeed people stream to his centre
from all walks of life, from all points on
the globe and with long hisories of disap
pointing diagnsis, predictions of irre-
versible damage, recommendations for
institutionalisation and negative prog-
nosis for the future. A 19-year-ol4 gmd
looking youngster, son of a leading

educationalist in Israd was considered
incapable oflearning to read and *rite.
His speech was restricted to one word
responses and he tried to avoid social
contact of any kind" When he was
referred to the Institute he shied away
from his interviewers and couldn't take
the most basic tests.
Howercr, with patience and timg a
change tmk place. He was absorbed in a
special residentiel annex of the Institute
and givrn specifrc tasks to accomplish.
He was diagnced and assessed and after
only a year cias abh to read" writg per-
form responsible tasks around the home
and mate himself s useful member of
society.
Similarly, a yorrng, seemingly retarded
girl of 14 was brought to the Institute
after her b,rother saw a feature article on
Dr Feuerstein in a newspaper. She was
the yorrngest of six siblings and lived with
her wido*ed mother, who made no
demands on her and allorved her to
operate on the level of a four-year-old
child It was generally assumed that she
was unable to learn or even perform
menial household task. She sat around
the house all day, ast swa u/iatshing
television.
The gtl displayed simils passirc be-

haviour u,hen she was brougbt to thc
centre 16 diagncis and shoq,Ed d€erty
that she didnt like being there. Her
mother, nfro accompanbd her
everywhere, was also unhappywith the
referral forced upon her by the older
children in the family. Even so, Dr
Feuerstein saw there was scope for im-
provement in the teenager. He began to
see her on a regular bas\ always with the
mother accompanying and staying out-
side on a bench dl day.
The girl began to cc'operate after only
four sessions and shoc/ed mwh interest
and satisfaction in some elementary
achievements. It was then decided to
ncan her away from her mother, which
was more diffiqrft for the mother than
1[s clarrghter it soon bcame clear. Once
the mother was convinced to allow the
girl to come on her o*n and stayorer-
night, she made remarkable progress.
She only regressed to infantile behaviour
ufien she'd go home for visits.
After onlya mont\ thegirlwas a dif-
ferent person She picked up lsarling and
uniting in a very short time; she became
gregariorx and friendly and began to
learn other skills. The mother was helped
to change her relationship with ber
'tabf bya socialworker. Fa a time the
&lwas placedwith a fcter fanilyin a
rnoshat (farm settlement) to barn dif-
ferent family patterns of living. She is
now able to attend a regular high school
and reports back to the Institute only pe-
riodiqlly.
Feuerstein is adamant that'intelligence
is not carrcd in cerebral marble'. In fact
he prefers to relate to "the plasiotyof
the human b,rain". Except for tbe mct
ser€re caseg submormal intelligence can
be improrred He bring cases after cases
of people with IQ's of 8q 60 a errcn 40
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.:o with appropriate training can no\r
'rrform at near-normal or even abort
r.e rage lerels. Over the past 30 years he
-s derreloped his theoryof structured
.grutive modification.

lJe began his work shortly after his
I aaryah (immigration into Israel), as
:rector of psychological services in
t outh Aliyall unrking with youngsters
.ho had been traumatised by the
ilolocarst orwho came frsn Istamic
--ountries and were culnnally deprived.
bth t'"es of Youth Aliyah candidates
--id problems of adaptatim. Most of the
rssessment tmls arailabh then*ere of
-ttle value in determining the children's
:tellectual strengths and weaknesses In
:ect Feuerstein relates how a rvhole boat-
^rad oforphans from Europecrcre con-
.rdered retarded because their IQs were
..w. 'Had we relied on thoce tests we
.ould hara condemned those children to
:e dmed world of special education and
-mited opportunities for life. Theywould
:rr been labeled'different' and even
=ore unfair, some of them rrould harr-e en sent back to their countrbs of
dgin".

Re wen Feuerstein is outspoken about
le damrge that comes to children iso
-ited in special institutions He feels that
rc fremework is harmful and restrictirp
ind is happyto relate that the sewn
rcmes vfiich were established in the
:arly 1950's for underachieverg were all
Jced dormby l964,,athis recommenda-
'.roq and were replaed by group treat-
aent uniq special dasses in regular
;chools and "Mechinot" (preparatory
Jasses for integration into Israeli society).
He is also critical of the reliance
pychologiss place m standard asses6-
ment tools.In traditimal intelliprce test-
Ing the enmitrer offers no help, m hinq
m eplanationg no feedbad of any kind.
The purpce of the test b to find orl
*tat the person kno*x Feucrstein's prr-
pcc is to lind out what a childcan barn,
and his methods are drasticallydiffcrcnL
The testing session at his Institute is rc-
tually "a tutorial'that lasts four to fira
bours or more.
Eatly oq the psycbologist dweloped an
assessment progremrne called the lrarn-
rng Potential Devioe, ufiich does not test
past leamin& but rather measures thc
abilityto learn and ch^.ge. From awi&
banery ofexerciseg e.g organising dots,
+atial relationq anal5ing seqrcrq etc,
thc cxaminer not only achicves a
modifiability index of ability, but dso pin-
points the areas ofdeficiency.
Feuerstein and his associates hane
&picted 2l aras of cognitive i-pait-
ment. For examplg impulsivity, or tbe
tendency of low scoring IO children to
approach tas}s in an uns)ttematiq trial-

and-error fashbn; failure te make 666-
parisons; inadequatc spatial oricatatio;
episodic grasp of rcality, and failurc to
recognlsc problcnC are sorc of thc
spcdft,{ifFcultrqs q/hlfi hare bccn iden-
ti6d.
Another entral orcept in educatim,
dewbpcd by Prof Ferrcnteb, b
Mediatd lrarning. Dr Ferrcrsrcin
belio,es that children learnbasic cogni-

Reuven Feuersteln ls
outspoken about the

damage that comes to
chlldren lsolated In
speclal |nstltrtlons.

jiyp slrills and orftural principhs in thcir
earlypars fron parents or other adult
m€ntors. 'In mediated barning a caring
adult inrcrpces herself or himself be-
twecna child andthenorld Tbe aduft
pides the chiH in appropriuely respmd-
ing to and leaning frm stinuli and thus
in learning th€s€ rmderlying cognitive
skills."
A lac& of nediation, whcther in thc intel-
lectual, emotioal or mtirational aspect,
interferes seriorsly with the smooth trans-
fer ofcultrue. Children in the modern
agearc &pnt"ed of thiq mediatoryser-
vice and lack'an episodicgrasp of the
uiorld so that the past and present -
both personal and socid - r€rnain un-
connectcd'. Theybocme uprmted and
frphans of sclf-klentity, simply because
so manypar€nts todaydon't hanc timc to
tall to thcir childrcn. Similarh teachers
are lese and less educatas and mre
spcd:rlists orerred with giving over

hof Feucrstein's &epcmmitment t.o
r€lrgr@ is dccly ticd up with his cmefl
of mediatory transfer of valrrcs and tradi-
tim- Tbc entralityof thehnilyin
Ju.f ̂  k6 and thc lubcluic (aecdiqg to
Judaic law) r€spect for maintaining crrl-
tumlty&q€cd crrstmE madc him an
carly propoent of thc melting pot ap
proach toaliyuh rather thqn intcgr*bn
and ecei'nil,atiOn. He h6, Sccn tb€
ravishcs of Wecternisatio in Youth
Aliyah (puth i'nmigrding to Isrrcl
without their parents)and *orls to
prwent-simihr psyclobgical d"*ge h
toda/s fl edging generatbn
Ferrcrstsin honed his spccial thesies m
barning paentid owr a lifetime of inrrol-
\Ement with remedial education. He was

born into an orthodox household in
f,umrnis and speals warmly of his late
father, a powerful man with a "soft inte-
ric', who worked as a sh&het (r:tr;,al
slaughtercr) and whose advice was
sorrybt out by all the wiser and richer resi
dents of theh cmnunig. Rewen had
o;* sblingsi mct of whom line in Israel
today, and many,like he, are in the help
ing profcssioos, perhapc due to their
father's influence.
Fewrstein learned to read at thc age of
three. At the age of eight he was alteady
teaching Hebrew to other children at
Heder. He specialised in thc slow
learners and still remembers that he was
able to get the town "Chain Toom" (the
village idiot), a puth of 14, to read when
meny others had failed. Even adult
lalmen who had never learned to read in
the Torah became his grateful students.
When the Germans cane to porrer in
Runania, Feuerstein was already study-
ing pspholog at the university of
Bucharest and teaching in aJewM
school for special childrcn under Hugo
Nadler. He was also actiw in Zonist
puth worL, and thi< landcd him in a
labour camp in Transy'rania After his
release, he continued to teach and
prepareJens fu al$ah througfu the un-
dcrground f,umrnila Zonis organisa-
tion. He gathered Jewish children ufrce
parents had been scnt to cmcentration
camps offthe street and organised a
framework for them.
In 1944 be was egein 66st6{ 4d
miraorlorslyescaped to krael. Here he
joined a religiors fitrbue, studied in a
tcachers' seminary and bqan worting
with Holocaus survirors and the
Children of Teheran Feuerstein's life
tooL a pivotal coursc nfren in 1948, just
as tbc War fa Indepen&nce *asbreat-
Ing ouq he oontractedTB. His casc was
onsidered hopeless, but Feucrstcin was
able to ovcrorc thc discasc, thanlc to
bis will power and thc grae of Crod
Hc was sent to Switzcrland to r€cuperate
and quidlyformd himsclf oce rgnin in-
rohcd nal@ *or\ sendinghundreds
of European pungsten to the ncw
@untry of Isracl He also bqan taLi"g
adranced counes in psyrholog and be-
camc thc student of CarlJu,rg and
Ptaget. By thc timc hc raurncd to Isracl
in 1955 he hadhis advanccd&grce, a
great deal oftheorctical knourledge and
emerging ideas howbest to help d;sad-
vantaged c.hildren in his hmeland
Youth Aliyah gave hin his first oppor-
tunityto tcst orl his tbcoricso lcaning
Eodifiability and &rabp his Insrumen-
tal Enrichncnt tools on a large scale. He
bcgar placing emotionally disturbed
children io goups among ncmal
children, giving then ryecial preparatcy
programmes to let them'catch up". In
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19,€ two pioneer youth villages were es-
tablished in Ranat Hadassah and in
Kiryat Anavim vfiere this method is still
being used after 30 years. "Thousands of
productive citizens oflsrael have been
educated in these centres", sa16
Feuerstein proudly, "and many educators
and psychologists from all orar the world
have,done their training there as staff
workers". All in all he estimates 15 0m-
20 000 youngsters have been edwated in
his frameworks.
The programme also involrad foster
home placement and erantually residen-
tial homes for young adultg especially
the retarded, were added. Today
Feuerstein's chief emphasis is on Donm
Syndrome children He hes q/ritten etden-
sively on the advantages of performing
plastic surgery on such youngsters to put
offthe adverse reactions their ap
pffirance elicis in general society. His
division on Down Slmdrome has helped
hundreds of families place their cbildren
in regular schmls. He has begun a voca-
tional training programme to prepare
these yor"tgsters for remunerative semi-
skilled workers and as caretakers of the
elderly. Part of his vocational progra--e
includes llaining for independent living
classes whereby post teenagers are
tarybt good grmming habitg how to
travel by bus to worlg interaction with co-
workers and buying, cooking and
housekeeping skills.
Whatever has bern done under
Feuerstein's direction has ahrays been
carefully recorded and researched Data
on the effects of his programme hart
been published and the empirical con-
clusions recorded- The Research In-
gitute that he now directs (popularly
called the Feuerstein Institute) was
started with a small grant of s200 in
1lbSandtodayhas intoanem-
pire of 30 workers, two buildings bursting
at the seams with activities, conferenes
and clinics. Feuerstein himself bas u/rit-
ten or collaborated on 750 articleg ap
proximately 15 scientific papers are
published annually and eight books have
already been written on his method. He
and his staff, moreorar, participate in
conventions or train teacherg
psychologlstg social workers and policy
makers all orrcr the world. Feuerstein es-
timates that 12m teachers are trained
everyyer to propagate his programme
in one of the many uniwrsities c/hich
now teach rnstrumental Enrichment and
the related programmes.
Twenty-hve countries harrc already
adopted the Feuerstein Merho4 includ-
ing China.In Veneanela all education
majors must study his Instrumental En-
richment Program.In Israel itself the
army and prisons use aspects of IE.
American Indians have adopted his cul-

tural transmission progremme and other
ethnic groups are interested in the
Mediated lrarning Elperience.
Feuerstein sees application of the
method for children at risk and adults
after trauma as their need for interpet-
ing the world in light of upheaval or
deficiency as especially great.'Through
mediating people canbe changed", he
firmlvbelierts.
Feuerrstein e:plains the Mediated L,earn-
ing Experience in greater detail. '"lVe all
learn from direct e,:rposure to stimuli",
sap the psychologst, taking a healthy
gulp from his ever present Colabottle.
'We see a tree, and declarer'Hownice
that tree is'." The interpretation of each
stimulus is girrcn early in life by an adult
nfio interpces hinself bftwEen the child
and the uiorl4 creating in the child not
only an understanding ofthat particular
tree, but more important, a dispcition to
learn about trees, pcoplg morals and
anything.
Feuerstein worries that in this day and
age rvhen so many children are phmked
down in front of a TV and expected to
learn about the *orld from the seL the
normal, natual trensmiqsion process will
bewarped Todaypeople haw tobe
retaucbt how to mediate the *orld to
their Ehildren and teach them to be bet-
ter learners. He feels stroglythat poor
nediation leads to poor atility to barn

at all and limis modifntihy.
InJewish heritage, the rcdrigtn&
tion is strong. Honrctcr, ctcn in r
Yeshiva (religious schmt) hamc'ort,
too often the rabbls role as mdira is
secondary to his role as transmin€r of
knorvledge.
Thinkingback across the years of his ocn
dedicated cork with deprived and dis-
turb€d children, Dr Feuentein is too
busy to rest on his laurels He is planning
new and ever wider spheres of treatmenL
He does dream of the daywhen he can
derrote himself more to his wife, four
children and growing cadre of
grandchildren *I nould like to take a
Sabbatical and jrnt learn in a Yeshira."
He is convined that the changeshehas
been able to institute, ufiich now are oon-
sidered basig depend first and foremost
on a belief system. 'Tirst of a[ there has
tobe faitb in the intrinsicvalue of each
and every chil4 then thffs has ts be a
firm belief in the human ability to
chaoge.' One begins with a need Then,
according to Reuren Feuersteinyou lmk
for a solution.'If 1ou're committed to
your fellow man, you won't 161 him
down.' Luckily for hrmdreds of
lroungsters arotmd the world, Dr Rewen
Feue-ntein has a well-denebped belief
system; he also has the tabnt and will
poc/er to see his dreams into actbn
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The NACCW, together with the Institute of Child care, has dweloped a ne\il twg'
year part-time distance teachingcoursefor principals and senior managementstaff
of children's institlrtions. Thecouse, scheduled to start in July 1990, will include:
child care legislation and public policy, both South African and international;
principles ofbrganisational managemens history and principles of residential
tare ;drcation ind treatmeng staff administratbn and leadership; staff darelop
men! supervision and analuation; finance, budgetting fund+aising and public
relations; and principles of programme desigrr and implementation.

ln addit'on there will be residential
midterm s€minas erch )ear and a
practical semester when studens
apply treir own dryeloped potram
in their work situat'ron.A ommit-
ment similar o trat required for an
external degree will be needed by
the 20 studenswho mayenrol each
year. Enquiries may be direaed o
the course coordinator, Marcelle

The Diploma
in Child Care

Administration
Biderman-Pam at 7 F'rsk al Street, Camps Bay 8001.Telephone 0214384006.
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Convention on
the Rights of
the Child
' ihil&en compise nearly half
i rhe world's populationbut

--u right tosurviral potoctim
l-:d darclopmentha\Elong
-cn marginalised and oler-
' Dked... cbildren cannot socure
--ir rights for themsehrcs. ft is
-p to responsible, concerned
i:d far-sighted adults to ad on
..tirbehalf."

.til&en are especially rrul-
sable to having theh rl$ts vio
-red According to t}r, 9ae of
lrIYrU\ Aildm pultished
rthe UniedNatbs
Childrcn's Frmd (UMCEF),
:rh day mcre than 3t m
children die from lact dfoo4
rbcher, a prinary hcahh care.
\fcre than 10 nillbn chibcn
are refugees due towa and w.-
flcrs and as manyas80 rr'llim
childrcn liw in the *orlds
srreets.
Ia Nor'tmber 1S9, the U"ited
\eiom Gencral Assembly u
oanimously adopted the Unld
\abmC.rnwntionmthc
REhts of the Child lls 54 ar-
ti:les establlsh an internatioal
legrl frarcwork fa the civil, so
d ecommig andpditical
nghts of chiltren While interna
tional laur protecing the rigbfs
ofchildren can be found,
ficmatinorcr l0dedara
tbns and international treaties,
tbe UNConnentionontbe
Righs of the child will, for the

firs time, condle tbese lacs
into me doqrmcn u/tich Ynll
codifythesc rights r iotcmatioo-
al $andards Upm ratifaioo
by ZO coDtri€sr thc Cowotion
willbemeacmprefsadrc,
@[ybindingdoqmt in
thceoontrics
Tbc cmwntin qrlincs tbe so
dnl, pditbal, ecoonic, cultural
and civrl rigbts of childrcn Ar-
tide3is fundamental to the Co-
rcnti<n, stfuulating that the
chiA's intoest mrst be the
primarycon@rnin dl ds
regarding children SevEral
proriskns protect chil&en from
e,:ploitatioq incfuding s€rual
andecommig ands€t cmdi
tims fa tbe recorrcry and rein
tegratim of children c/bo harc
beenvictims of crueltyor ex-
ploitatbn
The Conrrntion also indudes
provisios rerar before recog-
nised in an international reary,
requiring counties to:
o do ertrything pcsblc to en-
srucc.hild srvival
o pursrc'full impbeentatiol
of the childs rigbttotbe higbes
lewl of health pcsble by*uk-
ing towards abolishing tradfti<rr
d pacicec such as preferential
treatment of male childreq
providing prinary health care
and the educatim of mothers
and famr'lies about breast feed-
ing and familyplanning
o *ukto$'ardstrhiefling
uniwrsal primary edrcation,
and take neasurcs toredr€
droporl ratcs ed @uragp
rcgular schml deodar.
As h a! trcdbs, thc Cmcntin
o thc Rlbs of rbcchildir'
dn&spcriin fci@ren-
trin CqmLsarc rskedto
nefc ddrca's rifis witlely
hfi'n lobod chldren od
edn< Tbcuprycalbfca
Cmircc otbcRfuhtsof tbe
CbiH tobc cs$li$cd in thc€
urcrics wtich ratify thc Con-
rrcdbo.
Tbc Corcntin o the Ribts of
tbcChiUbepctedborer
60cgrirtinbthcUnitcd
Statcqlmfif,thcG Arcd€n
R€d Cr6 Lntcrnati<nal Scr-
vi6r CARE Christian
Childrca's hrn{ Church World
Scrvic, Fccr Parcats Plan, Na
tknal Asrcciatioo d Junlr
IJagucsrRe$hs, Satc the
Childrcq the US Cb.nnitt€€ fG
UNICEF', W6ld Hrmger Yea,
andYWC.I{,of theUSA

Afrer its adopion by the United
Ndio6,' cotrnrics must d€cfle
indivilualty rAaber to rdify the
Corrccbo in aoq&rewith
thch own hgel aod politi.rl
proccsscs

Britain lags
behind
Mrs Megarct Thatcher's cl"im
to lead the partyof the hnilyis
d€molbhedbya European
Cmnissim study of the smial
andeomicui<ntakenby
each rember state to uderpin
fanilylife.
Britain isfound to lagb€hind
mct dher EC countries, with
no Minister fa the Family, a
lack ofchild care facilities and
parental learc, little financial
cocessiom fc parents and the
diminishiqg ralue of child
beneft.

mernedwithhingingup a
young childin West Germany,
IlrcmbourgmdFrane.
Frare has alsoa systemof
'tamil1l mtracts' to make sre
thewisbes dfmillx are oon-
sidered when chenges are made
to the local envirment Al
thougb maternity ba\D rarfos
enormously, oly Britain and
Irehnd hara neither a formal
pareotallearc q6t€m na ore
plamed
FtuttSWCrlttn Br..�usriels

HIV Awareness
impacts on
Teen Sexual
Behaviour
A study oonduced by Sehzer,

educated fanilies, shou,Ed that
tbe pub[city about AIDS bas
resulted in a faourabb nheng€
in the serual pracrices of tbese
teenagers. Thc participots, m
female tcenagsrs, all trewthat
AIDS isa dircaseth"t canbe
transmitred by snral inter-
a urs. 59Vo of. thc girls salt
tbey had changpd tbeir s€rual
pracioes since hoadng abou
AIDS; 4L% hd fexet partner$
23 by havingleso frequeot inter-
ooursc odSbyuhgm-
doms Howver, tbc srvcy
highlighed tbe fact tb* fa, of
the girk tried to obtain mae in-
fornatfun about tbch se$al
partners, lc. bad theybeen
scmnllyadivEwithdnrg
abuscrs, pmiftrle pcrsonal his-
toryof w drugahrsq nunbers
of pevbus scnnl ontds and
oth€r risk hctcs

Tbe artidecnpbasises tbat risk
faAon pertaining to se$al
partoersr as *eI as their sul
histories $ould be erghred
Tbe sudy illustrates that in-
forrcd AIDS pnbfidty, edue
tln andsaferupacices
pr@tes@bchaviqr
charge in tccnage serualprrc-
tica

Repated in,,l.IDS SC4JV
Nonember1989

Thc draft report drawn upbyof- Rabin and Benjanin among
fio"[" respmiHe fc fanib af- sexually aciw teenagerg
fairsfromalll2countrieg ge.nerallyfr,omsocioeooomi-
fmrses mtbcneed fa tbe EC cattyunaerpivn@ and porly
to study tbc impact of its
pdi&s, afrecting isues such as
sex equalfty and freedom of
movem€nt, m thc family and on
yumgchildren It also callsfor
mce help fc singfe parent,
large c &prircd fanilies andef-
fatsto rcmile*nrk and fami-
ly life. Thc rcport wil be
debatod at a miniqerial rcclfttg
later thisyear.
The officials *pre alarmed at
the erent toc,hki families are
undcr thre* becarse olchmges
in lifcstylcs with tbe dedinc in
the traditlral "finiy d trc
parenb andtnn, tbreca four
chil&cn
Britain, almg with Deotna*
and West CrcrmanX has tbe
higbes nunbcr of dirrrces, @-
parent fanilies 3sl unmaried
parents In all thrce, one
harehold in ten with a prng
cbiH b mw a single-pareot fani'
ly.In addflti]o, rne q11 dswry
far ouples h F'glad 8nd
Wal€6bdiu€4oolmeard
wlh s'e in ererytbree inDer
markandreinfirrc hFrane.
In Britab the stdypolnts qrt,
therc is mt olym lvfini*er for
the Family, hr fanilypolfoia
arc sflit betrcen seveo dcpart-
m€nts,
Pdicies talen byother EC
cuntries indude educatio al
lowances paid to a parent sold
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TRANSVAAL

Orientation Course
Twenty cfrild care workers attended
our Oientation C,ourse held annual-
ly trcr new staf{ members. Topics
covered induded understanding
child n€lect, professional cftild
care develooment and som€
aspects of skills training.

BQCC
l/bdule 1 of the BQCC is now at-
tended at three venues in the
Tranw.rl. Al a workshoo held in
February the organisations attond-
ing the BOCC discussed the impor-
tance of staff supervision and
in-service training as an integral
part of ensuring the practical on-tfe
job application ol the BQCC. A con-
faci betwe€n the NACCWand the
concerned organisations will defi ne
mutual training responsibilities. A
closer working relationship with the
organisations will aim to dose lhe
gap between theory and practice.

Residential Care in the New
South Africa
Aising out of our January
workshoo which examined luture
directives for child care in the com-
ing decade, a work group was es-
tablished to discuss quesilions such
as: whal models ol child cate ere
appropriate to serve large numbers
ol children in a third urorld situation;
how do rro integrato our services in
a manner that serves children's in-
terests: and how do street cfrildren
fit into this picture?
A me€ting of the group has been
held and it was decided io hold a
morning workshop on "Fear - of
tho fulure, of the unkno'vn" (see
newsletter ior further information).

karning Needs Analysis for
Staff of Organisations Serr-
ing Black Communities
There has been sorne concern ex-
pressed about sfi€ther tte learning
and baining needs of our Uack and
coloured organisstions have been
ad€quately m€t within orr existing
structur€s. Auorkshop has tlpra
bre been planned b oxarnin€ this
issle in depth. f.low is lour oppol-
tunity b mako your noeds knorrrn!
We have askod Flllary Ab€r, the co-
ordinabr of thc Adult Educatim
Cente at the Vlfrts Ccnbo b Con-
tinuing Edr.rcaiion b run this
workstrop for us. Thc uorkshop
takee placo at Ofiandweni
Children's Flomo, 7S) lt/toilolo
Soulh, Soreto on 13ilt Llarch lrom
@:1$12:O.

Problem Profile Approach
The firsl uorkshop b tho Problem
Profile Approacfi will be held on

5h March. This intensi\€ faining
programrnc b being offered iinty
by I.{ACCWand Th€ Childron's
Fourrdation. This approach ie valu-
ablo in a vati€ty of sattings. Any or-
ganbation |trat has not rocoived full
inbrmatbn rnay contact the
MCO/Vo{fico - telephon€
(01r1r642s.

Child Carc Workers'
Support Group
The second meeting o{ ihe year will
tako placo qni futarch atA'-
cadia Children's Horne. Al chih
care workers are welcorn€ to attend.

Congratulations
Congratrhtbns b Dldu
llofokeng, lhc rnatron 8t lho
Othanducni Baby Lhit, wfio has ob
tain€d h.r BA clegree.

MTAL

Problem Prolile Approach
The par in tlatal started qt 2N
Januerywith a woek{ong courso
brtainers in ilaed l-bghughi's
Roblem Rdle Approacfi. The
@urc. wal run by ledeydu Toit
and atbnded bytainerelron the

Tranwaal, Capc, Boderand tlatal.
The rrolume of work covercd kept
fainors worldng until carly e\€ning
on occasions, ttnugh theo was a
light6r sido to aflairg whcn sorne of
the training group rodo tho
dodgem cars at tfr€ funtair. C,ourse
rnembors u,sre enlhusiastic about
the PPA and retumed to thoir
godnces eag€rb bach the sern€.

Seniors Weekend
This took place in Kingwilliamstown
on 17 and 18 February. The
programm€ focus.d m Lifespace
Tr€afnont and ilanagemeni and le
sues lor Managrs. The weekend
was uroll atbndod and beneficial to
al l .

Residential Soclal Workers'
Group
The first m€eting o{ 19 was held
on 16 Februry at St Theresa's
Fbme. The sessbn prorkled an op
portunity tro rrglcome social uorkers
new to field of residential care, and
resuhed in the dewlopment of a
pr€rammo for the yea. A special
welcome b Mrs Fh'rak, the new Su-
g€rintendeni at Excelslor Place of
Salety.

Child Carr Worker Forum
The Forum rn€t on 16 February. Al
agreed thatthc End of Year Social
wa8 a grgat su@ees. Concome and
iss!|€8 addG€s€d induded poor at-
bndanco attho nneting and the
pasons and plutione b this wete
clebated.
Atbrnbn was ghrn b the need br
a consflrcii\€ prograrnrno tor tho
year and also b connections b
take placo with Forume from other
prorincos.

=-=-:---.:= =-= -_
=  = - :  E :

The view was expaessod tiet com-
mittod organisatbns shorild adopt
a proactiw sty€ in introducing
change. Ghildren's horn6 clcost
to "grey arsas'ur€re in tho lrmt lin€
of srch change.

Mar0h 1990 Diary
05

06

TRANSVAAL

09:00-12:00 BOCC Pretoria Louis
Botha children's Home
09:00-1 0:30 Social Workers'
Group NACCW Offices
09:00-1 2:00 BOCC Johannes-
burgTMl
09:00-12:00 BQCC East Rard
Norman House
09:00-12:00 BOCC Pretorh [ou,s
Botha Children's Home
09:1 5-12:00 Learning Needs
Analysis for saff of organisations
serving black communities
Qthandweni Children's Home
09:00-12:00 BOCC Johannes-
burgTMl
09:00-12:00 BOCI East Rand
Norman House
1 2:30 ExecutMe Committee
NACCW Offices

t5 Problem Proflle Workshop llme
atd vanue to be decided
09:00-12:00 BQCC Pretorla Louis
Botha Children's Home
09:00-1 2:00 BOCC Jolnnnes-
burgTMl
09:00-12:00 BOCC East Rand
Norman House
09:30-12:00 Child Care Workers
Support GroupArcadia
09:00-1 2:00 BOCC Pretorh louis
&odln
09:0Gl 2:00 BOCC Johannes-
burg IMl
09:0G12:00 BOCC East Rand
Norman House

06
07
t 3
1 4
1 6

20
21
22
23

NATAL

09:00 BQCC I Sf Philomenas
09:00 BQCC 4 St PhrTornenas
09:00 BQCC 1 StPlrTomenas
09:00 BQCC 4 St PhrTornenas
09:00 Fesidentid Social Workers'
Group StPh/omenas
09:00 BQCC 1 St Philomems
09:@ BQCC 4$Philomenas
@:00 PPATrahlng Course
09:00 NACCW Begional Meeting
St lheresas
09:00 Instituts d Chid Care Me+
ting Ethelbert

t 9

07

07

21

12

21

22

261 3
30

28

1 4 For NACCWcourseslnd
rctlvlties In your are! contact
your local Regional Direc'lor
whose
address and telephone number
can be found on page 2 of this
issue

1 4

1 4

28


